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Objectives

* Explore knowledge and perception among nurses working in the acute E
care setting.

Nurses play a critical role providing palliative care throughout the various disease stages
even after the patient dies.
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* The format of the tool was modified in the format of a Likert-Scale. palliative care.

* Findings demonstrated clinical significance and demonstrated at least half of the nurses

WORKING IN THE ACUTE SETTING (ICU) have good knowledge about palliative care.
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The significant increase in global population, coupled with improved life expectancy means that the number of people in need of palliative will continue to grow steadily. However, most nurses are not prepared adequately to provide quality palliative care services. The
purpose of this study was to determine whether registered nurses’ knowledge and perceptions of palliative care influences the utilization of palliative care services in acute care settings. The research employed an experimental quantitative pilot study design with a pre
and post survey. The study included a purposive sample of 30 registered nurses working in an acute care settings (ICU). The nurses completed the Palliative Quiz for Nurses (PCQN) questionnaire before and after watching a slide presentation (educational intervention).
The findings of this study have shown that at least half of the nurses have good knowledge about palliative care. The participants are principally conversant with effective management of pain, which they cited as the cornerstone of palliative care. The referral of patients
to palliative care emerged as a significant indicator of nurses’ knowledge and perception regarding palliative care. On the other hand, the nurses identified palliative care educational intervention as a fundamental boost to their level of knowledge. The overall knowledge
of nurses regarding palliative care is poor, as documented by this study and findings from previous investigations. This study has established the need of further education and in-service training to enhance nurses’ level of knowledge and attitudes toward palliative care.

Results: Implications:

® Almost half of the nurses had a poor knowledge level of palliative care (48.3 %) compared to ® Future research could assess the methods of knowledge construction to understand factors influencing the application of palliative care among nurses.

44.1% (good knowledge) and 7.6% (fair knowledge). ® Further research for developing evidenced-base for integrating palliative care into nursing curricular and continuing nursing education.

+ Clinical significance was indicated, the level of agreement changed between pretest and
posttest, which exemplifies an improved level of knowledge regarding palliative care post slide
presentation.

® Education intervention tested on a larger sample and multiple clinical sites and aspects of palliative care: In patient; outpatient; Home-based.

® Further research on the educational intervention slide presentation.




