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1 in 5 Americans or 20% of the US population live 
in rural areas​. Compared to urban 
populations, rural residents face more likely to 
have chronic medical conditions and/or 
physical disabilities than urban residents. The lack 
of access to palliative care creates significant 
inequities.
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Launched in 2016 on a fiscal shoestring as a 
public–private partnership

Led and funded by: Washington State Department 
of Health, Office of Rural Health

20+ partner organizations statewide

Core Strategies
Community asset–gap analysis
Learning Action Network – all teach, all learn
Targeted collaboration across communities
Resource portal
Virtual case consultations & office hours with 
palliative IDT
Didactic education sessions
Tailored team mentoring

Impact: Building scalable, sustainable palliative 
care capacity in Washington’s rural communities.

Community 
champions drive 

local palliative care 
solutions despite 
limited resources​

WRPCI support 
enables problem-
solving tailored to 
each community’s 

needs​

Local insights shape 
meaningful and 

effective 
individualized action 

plans​

Learning Action 
Networks address:​

Leveraging limited 
resources​

Reducing 
professional 

isolation​

Sustaining program 
development 

through action-
oriented learning​

Shared virtual 
activities build 
connection and 
shared purpose 

among participants​
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